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ABSTRACT	
	
Philosophy	of	Revelation	
Balázs	Mezei	
	
Christian	 Philosophy	 has	 struggled	with	 the	 problem	 of	 its	 renewal	 for	 a	
long	time.	In	the	1930s,	the	famous	debate	among	French	philosophers	on	
the	 possibility	 of	 ‘Christian	 Philosophy’	 resulted	 in	 a	 disarray.	 After	 the	
Second	World	War,	the	philosophical	settings	dramatically	changed	and	the	
rise	 of	 general	 materialism	 fed	 widespread	 skepticism	 concerning	 the	
chances	 of	 Christian	 Philosophy.	 Thomism	 and	 Neo-Thomism,	 however	
influential	 and	 fruitful	 in	many	ways,	 lost	 ground	 to	 existentialism;	 yet	 at	
the	same	time,	the	scientific	vein	of	Thomistic	philosophers	opened	up	new	
possibilities	especially	in	philosophy	of	science	and	logic.		
In	my	view,	nevertheless,	some	specific	fields	of	philosophy	cannot	offer	an	
overall	view	of	the	many	centuries	of	Christian	thought.	We	need	to	analyze	
the	 entire	 context	 of	 Christian	 thinking	 beginning	with	 the	 Gospels	 up	 to	
our	 century.	 In	 this	 approach,	 I	 offer	 the	 project	 of	 ‘demythologizing’	
Christian	 philosophy,	 i.	 e.	 the	 importance	 of	 realizing	 that	 central	
approaches	 in	 Christian	 thought	 have	 been	 under	 ancient	 conceptions	 of	
reality.	At	the	same	time,	I	offer	the	renewal	of	Christian	Philosophy	on	the	
basis,	 first,	 of	 the	encyclical	Fides	 et	 ratio	and,	 second,	on	 the	basis	of	 the	
central	 notion	 of	 revelation.	 As	 I	 argue,	 the	 very	 notion	 of	 revelation	 is	
axiomatic	to	theology	and	thus	external	to	such	an	investigation.		
My	proposal	is	then	twofold:	on	the	one	hand,	it	is	a	historical	analysis;	on	
the	other	hand,	 it	 is	a	conceptual	 investigation	 labelled	as	 ‘a	non-standard	
radical	philosophical	theology’	centered	around	the	notion	of	revelation.	
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