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KRESTANSTVO YV INDII -
‘Benoy K. Behl

Vystava fotografii
od 7. do 30.juna 2021
v priestoroch Univerzitng kniznice
Katolickg Univerzity v Ruzomberku

Spoloc¢nost’ Slovensko-indického priatel'stva
v spolupraci s Univerzitnou kniznicou Katolickel Univerzity
Indickym vel'vyslanectvom v Bratislave
Férom nébozenstiev sveta Slovensko

Popredny indicky fotograf, flmovy producent a historik umenia
Benoy K. Behl pripravil sériu fotografii z centra krestanstva v oblasti Goa,
kde posobil najvacsi krestansky misionar sv. Frantisek Xaversky zo
Spoloc¢nosti Jezisovej. Viystava fotografii priblizuje malo zndmu histériu
krestanstva v Indii a pomaha zbliZit oba civilizacné okruhy, krestansky
a hinduisticky. Ako spomenul indicky ucenec a priekopnik
medzinabozenského dialogu Swami Vivekananda vo svojom historickom
prejave v roku 1893 na prvom Kongrese nabozenstiev sveta v Chicagu,
India od nepamati prichylila mnohych prenasledovanych velikanov ducha
Patril k nim aj apostol sv. Tomas, nazyvany aj apostolom Indie, ktory
priSiel do Indie r. 52 n.l. a kazal tu do r. 72 n.l. Zomrel mucenickou
smrtou na hore Mt. Thomas v Chennai (Madras). Bazilika sv. Tomasa
v Chennai patri medzi tri vynimocné baziliky na svete postavené na
pozostatkoch apostolov (dalSimi su baziliky sv. Petra v Rime a sv. Jakuba
v Santiago de Compostella). Aj misionarska praca sv. Bartolomeja
a dalsich misionarov je viazana na Indiu.
Sv. Frantisek Xaversky zomrel 3. decembra 1552. Jeho telesné pozostatky,
dodnes zazracne nedotknuté, su ulozené v miestnej Bazilike Jezuliatka,
ktora bola postavena r. 1585. Sv. Frantisek opustil Portugalsko ako
apostolsky nuncius, aby na ziadost krala Jana lll. zacal evanjelizovat
vychodnu Indiu a Daleky vychod. V tom case tam Zilo vela portugalskych
katolikov. Medzj lovcami peral zilo 20-tisic krestanov, ktorych ucil, ako sa
chranit pred vykoristovanim od portugalskych obchodnikov.
Dna 12. maja 1662 bol sv. FrantiSek kanonizovany ako svaty patron Goa.
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The Basilica of Bom Jesus, built in 1585. The church is dedicated
to Bom Jesus or the Good, the Infant Jesus. The body of St. Francis
Xavier, who died on the 3rd of December 1552, is kept within this

church and is still miraculously intact.

Bazilika JeZisa postavena r. 1585.
Kostol je venovany JeZisovi dobra, Jezuliatku.
Telo sv. Frantiska Xaverského, ktory zomrel 3. decembra 1552,
je uloZzené vovnutri kostola a zazracne je doteraz neporusené.

The silver casket containing the miraculously intact body of St.
Francis Xavier, who died on the 3rd of December 1552.

St. Francis Xavier left Portugal to come to India and to the Far
East. He devoted himself to the cause of the people here and was
adopted as the Patron Saint of Goa.

He was canonized on May 12, 1662.

Strieborna urna, ktora obsahuje zézrakom nedotknuté telo
sv. Frantiska Xaverského. Opustil Portugalsko, aby prisiel do Indie
a na Daleky Vychod. Celkom sa odovzdal miestnemu obyvatelstvu
a stal sa sv. patrénom mesta Goa, kde je pochovany.
Bol kanonizovany 12. maja 1662.

The church of St. Francis of Assisi,
built in 1527, stands in the main square of Old Goa.

Kostol sv. Frantiska z Assisi,
stojaci na hlavhom ndmesti Starej Goa od r. 1527.
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St. Sebastian, side altar, Se Cathedral. In the hands of Indian artists,
the saint takes on the lilting grace and S- curve seen
in the images of Indian deities.

Sv. Sebastian, bo¢ny oltar Katedraly Se. V rukach indickych umelcov
svdtec nadobuda rytmicky povab v, tvare krivky “S’,
aku mozno vidiet na obrazoch indickych bozstiev.
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The Church of St. Francis of Assisi, builtin 1527. In the 16th century,
Velha Goa was the nerve-centre of the Portuguese religious and
political empire, from the shores.of Africa
to those of China and Japan.

Kostol sv. Frantiska z Assisi, postaveny r. 1527.V 16. storoci bola Velha
Goa kltcovym centrom portugalského ndbozenského a politického
impéria, ktoré sa rozprestieralo od brehov Afriky
az k Cine a Japonsku.
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Atop the main altar of the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, is the
image of the Saint, who has climbed up to Jesus on the cross,
on the three steps of the monastic vows of Poverty, Humility and
Obedience. In a rare gesture, Jesus has taken his right arm
off the cross, to embrace the saint.

Oltar Kostola sv. Frantiska z Assisi s podobou svétca,
ktory sa vy$plhal az k JeZisovi na krizi po troch schodikoch
kldstorného sfubu Chudoby, Pokory a Poslusnosti.

Ide o vzécne gesto, kedy JeZis
snima pravu ruku z kriza a objima svatca.
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Detail, side altar, Convent of Santa Monica. The angel wears
cashew - shaped earrings. The Christian images came from Europe
and quite often they were transformed by Indian hands.

Bocny oltar zenského klastora sv. Moniky v detaile.
Anjel nosi ndusnice v tvare orieskov kesu.
Krestanské vyjavy z Eurdpy v rukach indickych majstrov.
casto prechadzali premenou.




Interior of the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary.

The marble cenotaph commemorating Dona Catarina,
whose marriage to Viceroy Garcia de Sa was performed by
St. Francis Xavier. She was the first Portuguese woman
who stepped on Goan soil.

Interiér kostola Panny Marie RuZencovej.
Mramorovy kenotaf pripominajtici Donnu Katarinu,
ktorej sobasny obrad s miestokralom Garcia de Sa
vykonal sv. Frantisek Xaversky.

Bola to prva portugalské zena, ktord vystupila na poddu v Goa.
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Church of St. Cajetan, built inthe latter half of the 17th century.

The church is modeled on the design of St. Peter’s in Rome. It was
built by Italian friars of the order of Theatines who were sent by Pope
Urban Il to preach Christianity in the kingdom of Golconda. As they
. were not permitted to work there,
they settled down in Goa in 1640.

Kostol sv. Kajetdna, postaveny v druhej polovici 17. storocia.

Kostol je postaveny podla predlohy Baziliky svatého Petra v Rime.
Bol postaveny talianskymi mnichmi rddu Theatindtov,
ktorf boli poslani papezom Urbanom Il kazat krestanstvo
v krélovstve Golconda. Kedze tam nesmeli pracovat,
usadili sa v Goa v roku 1640.
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The tower of the Church of St. Augustine at sunset.
There is a unique atmosphere which pervades the old city of Velha
Goa. Time present and time past appear to be equally real amid the
magnificent ruins.

Veza kostola svatého Augustina pri zapade slnka.
Jedinecnd atmosféra prestupuje celé staré mesto Velha Goa.
Cas pritomny a ¢as minuly sa uprostred nddhernej ruiny
javia ako rovnako skutocné.

The Path of Penance. Hundreds gather in Velha Goa for a solemn
Penitential March which takes them from the Basilica.of Bom
Jesus, through the buttresses of the Nunnery of Santa Monica, up
to the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary.

Cesta pokania. Vo Velha Goa sa zhromazduju stovky fudi
na sldvnostnu procesiu, ktord vedie od Baziliky Jezuliatka
cez piliere klastora Santa Monica
az do kostola Panny Marie Ruzencove;. -

Fotografie st pouZité s Idskavym suhlasom autora a Indického velvyslanectva v Bratislave. '
The photographs are reproduced here upon gracious agreement with the author and the Indian Embassy in Bratislava.





